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EMOUTH  URBM  DISEIICT  COUNGHj 


Public  Health  Department, 
Tenpletoi/vn  Lodge, 
Esplanade, 

EXt/IOUTH. 

July,  1939. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my 
iinnual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1938  • 

Hith  regard  to  the  vital  statistics  for  the  area, 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  estimated  resident  population  has  increased 
from  18,040  in  1937  to  18,180  last  year.  The  standardised  live  birth 
rate  of  16. 9 dapweda  slight  rise  over  the  previous  year  and  the  standard 
death  rate  of  11.3  whilst  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year  was 
slightly  below  that  for  England  cS:  Hales  as  a whole. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  of  13.3  although  higher  than  that  for  1937,  was  considerably  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  & Hales  (22.3). 

The  average  age  at  death  for  both  male  and  female 
continues  to  be  at  a higher  level  than  the  country  an  a whole  - and  in 
fact  the  figtire  of  71.1  years  for  males  and  77.1  for  females  is  an  all 
time  record. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
viz.,  301  were  mostly  measles  (24j6)  and  whooping  cough  (33).  It  will  be 
recalled  that  in  1937  there  v/ere  no  fewer  than  29  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
of  which  13  were  paralytic,  experience  it  has  been  found  that  the 

year  follovdng  such  an  epidemic  is  likely  to  produce  several  more  cases 
equally  severe,  but  I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  last  year  this  did 
not  occur;  and  in  fact  the  only  case  that  was  notified  was  a non- vaccinated 
child  v\rho  was  ill  when  he  arrived  at  Exmouth  and  in  fact  contracted  his 
infection  in  the  klidlands.  It  would  appear  reasonable  to  assume  that  this 
complete  absence  of  the  disease  amongst  the  resident  population  of.  Exmouth 
may  have  been  due  to  the  anti-poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  to  which 
the  public  responded  so  magnificently  for  it  may  be  said  that  practically 
all  the  children  under  13  year's  of  age  have  now  had  their  three  vaccinations. 
If  this  be  so  then  the  efforts  of  all  concerned  in  carrying  out  the  scheme 
has  been  very  well  v/orth  while. 

I should  again  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  ny  appreciation  for  the  help  and  support  which  all  members 
of  the  Council  have  given  me,  and  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
the  Engineer,  the  Housing  Officer  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  able  assistance  given  to  me  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.G.  iiMMlSON, 


kledical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  iiKEA 


3. 


3,293 
18,180 

£331,001 
£ 1,390 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(a)  Live  Births 


Area  (in  acres) 

Resident  Population  Mid-Year  1938 

(as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General) 
Nuriber  of  inhabited  dwellings  (1st  April  1939) 
Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  April  1939 
Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate. 


Ldales 

Females 

Total 

: Legitimate 

116 

136 

232 

Illegitimate 

6 

- 

6 

Total 

122 

136 

258 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident  population 

14.1 

Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population 

16.9 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  civilian  population 

England  & Wales 

16.4 

(b)  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

: Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births 

13.2 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

live  and 

still  births 

England  Sz  Wales 

21,6 

(c)  Deaths 


Males  Females  Total 

133  182  337 


Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  18 . 3 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

popialation  11.3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civiliah  population  England  & Wales  11.7 

Death  from  maternal  causes  Nil. 
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(d)  Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) . 


4. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

i 2 

4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  15*5 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  England  & Vfales  22.5 

(lowest  ever  recorded  in 
this  country) 


LIVE  BIRTH  RiYIE 

(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population). 

During  1958,  122  male  and  136  female  (total  258  babies  were 
bom.  As  compared  with  1957  the  total  births  increased  by  25. 

The  standardised  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  was 
16.9  which  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  'Vales  as  a whole 
(l6.1  “ this  being  the  highest  for  England  & ViTales  since  1949). 

In  En^and  & Wales  the  total  live  births  registered  for  the 
year  was  738,323  which  was  15,371  more  than  the  total  for  1957  and 
represents  a live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  16.4. 

The  standardised  live  birth  rate  during  the  last  10  years 
was  as  follows: - 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

■1953 

:1954 

19^5 

1956 

1957 

1958  ; 

Exmouth 

14.4 

12.05 

12.4 

13.5 

: 13.9 

^0.9 

12.3 

13.3 

12.9 

14.1  ' 

Standard- 

ised 

13.0 

13.1 

14.2 

14.8 

; 13.1 

14.7 

16.0 

15.5 

16.0 : 

En^and  cS: 
Wales 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

' 15.2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4  ; 

niEGITIIvLlE  BIRTH 


(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Of  the  258  children  bom  during  1958,  6 were  illegitimate. 
The  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was  22.9. 


The  illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the  last  10  years  were 
as  follows 


: 1949 

1950 

: 1951 

1952 

;i953 

\ 1954 

1955 

1956 

1957  : 1955? 

Expiouth 

; i+1.2 

; 58.2 

^ 42.6 

31.7 

•66.2 

: 9.8 

18.5 

42.0 

25.8  i 2219 

England 
& Wales 

♦ 

' 47.0 

46.0 

* 

4i 

Figures  not  available. 
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3.  STILL  BIRTHS 

(Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1958 
viz:  4 v/as  4 less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  still  birth 
rate  of  16.9  was  lower  than  that  for  England  & llaXes  as  a whole 
(21,6).  The  sub- joined  table  show  the  still  birth  rate  for  the 
last  10  years: - 


; 1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Exmouth  '16.2 

37.4 

18.5 

37.4 

16.0 

4.8 

27.8 

20.5 

33.2 

16.9 

En^and 

& ★ 

¥ales  • 

22.7 

23.0 

22.6 

22.4 

24.0 

23.1 

23.0 

22.4 

21.6 

6.  DBi^THS 

During  1958,  337  persons  normally  resident  in  the  urban 
district  died  (l55  males  and  182  females)  which  r epresents  a 
corrected  death  rate  of  18.5,  but  when  allowance  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  has  been  made,  represents  a "standardised"  death  rate 
of  11.5.  This  is  lo'vver  than  that  for  England  and  V/ales  viz;  11,7. 
The  following  table  shows  the  corrected  and  standardised  death 
rates  for  Exinouth  for  the  last  10  years 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  1956 

1957 

1958 

Corrected 

16.8 

16.8 

19.5 

16.2 

15.6 

18.1 

16.5  17.4 

15.3 

18.5 

Standard- 

ised 

11.2 

11.2 

12.6 

10.5 

10.2 

11.0 

9.9  ii.o 

9.8 

11.5 

England  & 
V/ales 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7  11.7 

11.5 

11.7 

Age  at  death 


1949 

1950 

1951  : 1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958' 

Moles 

70.0  ; 70.8 

66, 9 

70.7 

67. 6 

68.7 

70.7 

71.1^: 

Females 

76.0  ; 70.6 

71.3 

72.4 

75.0 

76.0 

76.5 

77.1: 

Both 

Sexes 

69.8 

71.1 

73.2  : 70.7 

69.3 

71.8 

73.3 

72.9 

74.3 

74.3; 

England  IM 

66.5  i 65.1 

67.1 

67.3 

67. 6 

67.52 

67.76 

67.7 

& • 
\7ales  -F 

71.2  i 70.9 

72.3 

72.4 

73.1 

72.9 

73.3 

73.2 

Expectation  of  life  - On  the  basis  of  the  death  rates  for  the  year 
1957,  the  expectation  of  life  of  a boy  at  birth  is  67.71-  and  of  a 
girl  73.29.  This  compares  with  67.76  and  73.30  respectively,  on  the 
basis  of  the  1956  death  rates,  and  with  48.43  and  52,38  on  the  bajsis 
uf  the  death  rates  for  I9OI-I9IO. 
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(c)  Causes  of  death 


The  follo'wing  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (data 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

1 

1 

1 ■; 

1 ' 

Cancer 

Ivlalignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

9 

12  : 

IVIalignant  neoplasm,  lung  & 

bronchus 

10 

1 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  & lymphatic  ; 

neoplasms  i 

14 

16 

30 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

21 

: 4L 

62 

Coronary  disease  angina  j 

36 

23 

59 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease ; 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

29 

37 

66 

Other  circulatory  disease  ; 

5 

6 

11 

Influenza  i 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia  j 

7 

5 

12 

Bronchitis  ; 

8 

; 3 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  ; 

system  ■ 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum  • 

1 

: 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea; 

- 

1 1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ; 

- 

; 1 

1 

Hirperplasia  of  prostate  i 

4 

; 

4 

Congenital  malformations  ; 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  ; 

diseases  ; 

3 

: 22 

25 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  : 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents  ; 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

3 

; 1 

4 

Homicide  & Operations  of  war  i 

- 

; 

- 

All  causes 

155 

j 182 

337 
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7. 


The  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  during  1958  was 
again  that  of  heart  disease,  I3I  cases  (38.9^  total  deaths). 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  59  cases  (l7.55^  total  deaths)  and 

intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  such  as  cerebral  haemorrhage 

and  thrombosis  was  responsible  for  62  deaths  (l8.^c  total  deaths.) 


(d)  Deaths  due  to  Motor  iiccidents 

(1)  Male  age  31  Intracranial  haemorrhage.  Fracture 

of  base  of  skull,  fracture  of  right 
arm.  .accidentally  sustained  v/hen 
riding  a motor  scooter.  Deceased 
came  in  collision  with  a lorry. 


Deaths  due  to  other  iiccidents 


(1) 

Male 

age  64 

Fracture  of  left  hip  - misadventure. 

(2) 

Male 

age  49 

Drov/ning  due  to  immersion  in  water 
there  being  no  evidence  as  to  how  the 
deceased  came  to  enter  the  water. 

(3) 

Male 

age  89 

Toxic  shock  due  to  burns.  Misadventure 
(clothing  caught  fire  from  electric  fire.) 

(4) 

Female 

age  68 

Laceration  of  the  brain  due  to  fracture 
of  the  skull,  .accidental  death. 

Deaths  due  ' 

to  Suicide. 

(1) 

Female 

age  50 

Fracture  dislocation  of  the  vertibral 
cord  - took  her  ovui  life  v/hile  the  balance 
of  her  mind  v/as  disturbed. 

(2) 

Male 

age  35 

Acute  poisoning  due  to  a dose  of 
Pentobarbitone.  Suicide  while  balance 
of  irdad  was  disturbed. 

(3) 

Male 

age  49 

Aspirin  poisoning.  Suicide  v/hilst  the 
balance  of  mind  was  disturbed. 

(^) 

lilale 

age  64 

asphyxia  due  to  strangulation  by  a 
ligature  round  the  neck.  Suicide  while 

the  balance  of  mind  v/as  disturbed. 


(e)  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  death  at 

various  age  groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  the  local 
Registrar  of  Births  and  Dgachs) . 


, Males 

Females 

Total 

Percent aRe 

Under  1 year 

2 

2 

4 

1.18 

1 and  under  2 yrs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2+ 

- 

— 

— 

— 

5+ 

10+ 

1 

— 

i 1 

: 0.299 

20+ 

1 

■ 1 

0.299 

30+ 

4 

1 

5 

1.48 

2+0+ 

6 

1 

: 7 

2.1 

50+ 

; 12 

12 

: 24 

, 7.12 

60+ 

; 38 

20 

^ 58 

: 17.2 

i 50 

; 60 

^ 110 

^ 32.6 

80+ 

34 

; 68 

■ 102 

30.3 

90  - 100 

• 7 

; 18 

^ 25 

^ 7.4 

.'ill  ages 

■155 

: 182 

^ 337 

8. 


INP.al^  MORTi^lTY 


The  infant  mortality  rate  represents  ihe  number  of  deaths 
of  infan's  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  registered. 

During  1938,  h-  infants,  2 male  and  2 female  under  the  age 
of  1 year  died.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  13.3 
wbich  is  below  that  for  England  & Wales  (22.3). 

The  following  table  gives  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  previous 
years : - 


1920 

1933 

1938 

1946  ^ 1947 

1948 

1949 

1930  : 

No. of  deaths  ■ 
under  1 year 

12 

9 

: 6 

12  13 

6 

3 

Infant 

Mortality  per 
1,000  live 
births . 

36.0 

63.2 

^38.4 

38.7  ;49.3 

16,6 

24.6 

14.8  : 

1931 

1932 

:1953 

1934  : 1933 

|1936 

1957 

1938 

No. of  deaths 
under  1 year 

4 

6 

; n 

10  7 

^ 3 

2 

4 

Infant 

Mortality  per 
1,000  live 
births 

18.9 

26.0 

;45.3 

48.8  ;32,4 

i21.0 

8.6 

13.3  . 

The  causes  of  death 

of  the 

4 infants  were  as 

follows;- 

Sex 

Age 

Cause 

of  Death 

: M 

3 

days 

Prematurity. 

F 

^ 18 

hours 

: Congenital  Ivlalformation. 

M 3 hours 

Prematurity 

■ M 

^ 8 

months 

Congenital  Malformation. 

CANCER 


Deaths  from  Cancer  increased  from  32  in  1937  to  39  in  1938, 
and  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths,  the  rate  per  cent 
decreased  from  18,8^  in  1937  to  17. 3?^  in  1938. 


The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  following 
table:  - 


Site 

Stomach 

Lung  & Bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

xJLl  other  sites 


I'lales 

Females 

Total 

3 

: 9 

12 

10 

; 1 

11 

- 

i 3 

3 

- 

i 3 

3 

14 

; 16 

30 

27 

32 

39 

Total 


9. 


The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  last 
10  yeaxs  is  as  follows 


1949 

: 1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996  ; 1997 

1998; 

No. of  cases 

4C- 

; 91 

90 

48 

39 

99 

46 

k2  \ 92 

99  i 

: Percentage 
: total  No.  of 
• deaths 

14,  i. 

>7.8 

19.0 

17.9 

14.4 

16.9 

19.8 

13.9  j 18.8 

17.9:' 

Rate  per 
; 1,000 
: resident 
population 

2.37 

i 2.98 

2.92 

2.8 

^ 2.23 

3.16 

2.62 

2.34  i 2.88 

3.24: 

DIEECTIOUS  DISEiiSES 

During  1998,  301  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
were  notified,  v/hich  is  39  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

(a)  Measles 

There  were  246  cases  of  Measles  in  1998  and  these  were  of 
a mild  nature. 

The  seasonal  incidence  of  Measles  in  Exmouth  and  England 


and  Males 

as  a whole 

was  as  follov/£ 

J an  Feb ' Mar 

Apr,  May  Jun  : 

Jul;  Aug  :Sep 

Oct  Nov  Dec 

Exmouth  : 

- ^23  :69 

40  38  ■ 29  ; 

37  ilo  ; - 

92 

107 

47 

- 

England 
& I'a^les 

49,391 

69,036 

96,964 

88,230 

(b)  Tabular  Statements  of  infectious  Diseases 


The  incidence  during  1998  of  the  various  infectious  diseases 
is  tabulated  herewith. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Measles 

2k6 

^.Vhooping  Cough 

39 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

12 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

i 4 

A 

Poliomyelitis 

; 1 

1 

Total 

301 

19 

10. 


(c)  The  foUoiving  table  shov/s  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  grouped  according  to  age:- 


Under: 
1 ■ 
year  ; 

1+ 

2+ 

3+  • 4+  : 5+  :10+ 

15+ 

20+ 

35+ 

45+ 

65+ : Total 

Measles  ; 

2 ; 

12 

25i  27;  30;  140, 

9 

1 

- ; - ; 246 

\iOiooping  Cough; 

3 ^ 

- 

3; 

5;  4 18^ 

2 

- - ; 35 

Scarlet  Fever  ; 

- 

- 

1 

- ; 1 

Pneumonia 

; 1 

1 

- ; 

2 

^ 1 

4 

3 

12 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Food  ■ 

Poisoning 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

1 

- : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

_ _ 

- 

- ' 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(d)  Table  shov/ing  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of  various 
infectious  diseases  during  the  last  10  years. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 : 

1954 

1955 

,1956 

1957 

; 1958 

Measles 

; 42 

^ 6 

533 

13 

426  ; 

69 

29 

: 85 

290 

: 246  ; 

: Vdio  oping 
cough 

: 40 

140 

19 

28 

108  i 

45 

15 

66 

13 

^ 35 ; 

: Scarlet 
Fever 

: 19 

: 11 

12 

51 

26  : 

33 

12 

■:  ^ 

3 

1 ^ 

' Diphtheria  ' - ; 

; Puerperal 
lyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

2 

- 

- 

1 ' 

; Dysentery 

■ - 

1 

- 

49 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- ; 

■ Pneumonia 

: h- 

' 7 

- 

- 

25  : 

19 

9 

: 12 

2 

12  : 

Erysipelas 

■ 1 

1 

2 

1 

2 : 

- 

1 

2 

1 

6 ■ 

■ iiCute  Polio 
nyelitis 

— 

... 

1 

2 ^ 

2 

29 

1 

10.  TUBEVlCULOSIS 


During  1958  9 new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (5  males  and 
k-  females)  were  notified.  There  were  also  7 cases,  initially 
notified  elsewhere,  who  came  to  reside  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  number  of  cases  still  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were:- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

91 

88 

179 

N on-Pulmonary 

21 

28 

49 

Total 

112 

116 

228 

1 


*:.A 
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The  age  distribution  of  ne’v  cases,  localisation  of  the 
disease  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1958  were  as 
follows: - 


KE’ 

/ C.iSES 

DELITHS  : 

AGE 

PERIOD 

RESPnAxTORY 

o 

4) 

o 

RESPUb'ZDORf  NON-RESPUbiTORY  ‘ 

M 

P 

M P 

M : P : M ' P 

0-1 

1- 

1 

3- 

15- 

2 

25- 

1 

35- 

1 

45- 

55- 

1 

65- 

2 

1 ; 

1 : i : 1 

All  ages 

4 

2 

1 : 2 i 

1 i ; 1 

6 

3 

1 i 

9 2 


On  receipt  of  a notification  of  Tuberculosis,  the  housing 
conditions,  milk  supply  etc. , are  investigated  in  collaboration 
with  the  Chest  Physician  and  where  necessary  appropriate  reco- 
mendation  made  to  the  relevrant  Committee. 


The  incidence  of  nev/  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  period  1948  - 
1958:- 


.1948  1949 

a950 

il951 

1952^953 

1954  1955  1956:1957  1958 

PULIvI0N;P.Y  M ; 4 

; 5 

i 7 

i 5 

7 1 7 

5 

; 5 ; 5 i 3 : 

4 

- 5 

: 12 

; 5 

7 i 7 

5 

■ 6 ! 7 ^ 4 : 

2 

NON-  : M i 3 

; 2 

■;  2 

— 

1 ^ 2 

— 

^ 2 : 1 ; - : 

1 

PULMONARY-  „ ' . 

: P : 1 

- 

■ 3 

'■  5 

1 ^ - 

1 

; 4 ; 1 ; 1 ; 

2 

TOTiiL  12 

12 

^ 24 

^ 15 

H 

H 

11 

17  : 14  : 8 : 

9 

Table  showing 
(Rates  per  1, 

incidence  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

000  estimated  resident  population} . 

: YEiiR 

C3 

.3ES  NOTIFIED 

DE^iTH  RiYCE 

; 1912 

1.40 

0.99 

: 1920 

2.24 

1.50 

; 1930 

1.07 

i 0.68 

i 1938 

0.98 

0.39 

: 1952 

0.93 

0.29 

; 1953 

0.93 

^ 0.058 

; 1954 

0.63 

0.057 

■ 1955 

0.97 

0.11 

^ 1956 

0.78 

— 

: 1957 

, 0.44 

0.11 

■ 1958 

^ 0.4:9  , 

C.05 

I i’ 


-»i 


• i(/i.4 


I 


•V 

J 


'■'v 
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11.  Ni^IONiJL  HEi’JjTH  SEiWICE  ACT 


The  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  authority 
(Devon  County  Council)  under  Part  II  and  III  of  the  Act  applicable 
to  your  district  are  briefly  set  out  herewith. 

P..;iRT  II 

(a)  HOSPITiiL  FACILITIES 
(i)  General 

The  urban  district  is  well  served  by  the  Lxmouth  Cottage 
Hospital,  Claremont  Gpove,  Exmouth  ('phone  Exmouth  4381)  where 
there  is  accommodation  for:- 


Male 
Femiale 
Children 
Private  l^ards 
Accident  Bed 


12  beds 
15  beds 

5 beds  and  4 cots 
8 beds 
1 bed 


In  addition  to  the  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  use  is  made  of:- 


1.  Royal  Devon  & Exeter  Hospital,  Southernhay  East  ('phone  72261) 

322  beds  including  5 cots  for  premature  babies. 

2.  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore, 

Exeter  ('phone  54217),  115  beds.  (iUso  35  at  the  iuigela 
Home,  Tipton  Sf.  John. 

3.  ^Vest  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter, 

('phone  73183),  62  beds,  including  2 private  beds. 

The  plastic  surgery  centre  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal 
Devon  & Exeter  Hospital  on  the  second  Thursday  in  alternate  months 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30.  Mr.  Fitz-Gibbons  and  Mr.  Bodenham  of 
the  S.V4  Regional  Hospital  Board  attend. 

(ii)  Maternity 

1.  Poltiraore  Nursing  Home  - 4 beds. 

2.  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter  - 10  beds. 

3.  Royal  Devon  & Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult 

cases. 

( bbl)  Isolation 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  adimltted  to  Exeter  City 
Isolation  Hospital,  ^./hipton  ('phone  Exeter  67158)  as  in  previous 
years. 


I would  like  to  record  my  sincere  ajppreciation  for  the  ready 
help  and  co-operation  given  at  all  times  by  Dr.  Boyd,  the  Resident 
Physician  and  Staff  of  the  Hospital. 

(iv)  Smallpox 

A smallpox  hospital  of  28  beds  at  Upton  Pyne  administered 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case  of  need, 

(Tel:  Sgoke  Canon  207). 
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Should  your  Medical  Officer  of  Ke^d-th  require  the 
services  of  a consultant,  arrangeraents  have  been  ade  to 
call  upon:- 

1”  East  Devon  Dr„  E.J.G.  V.allace,  Tel^Np. 

Health  Centre, 

Hestham  Road,  1645  and  16 

b'EYMOUTH,  Dorset,  Heyniouth:  1513 

(home) 


2,  Cornwall  & Devon  to  the  River  Exe 


Dr.  D.P.  Johnstone, 
Isolation  Hospital, 


ELYl/IOUTH. 


64311  and  <^1437 
Pl3aiiouth:  3358 
(home) 


3.  Devon  & Comv/all 

Dr.  Lister, 
7,  The  Orescent, 
PLMUTH. 


Plymouth:  570l 
Devonport : 40 

(home) 


(b)  lrbqr^jory  Facilities 


Bacteriological  and  Serological  exaiiiinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Exeter  - their  new 
address  for  the  present  being:  C/o  The  University,  Gandy 
Street,  Exeter  (Tel:  Exeter  54959)  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 

B.  Moore,  v/hose  ready  co-operation  and  help  I wish  to  acknowledge, 

(c)  VENEREIL  DISEiiSE 


Under  the  jjresent  scheme  free  advice  and  treatment  is 
available  to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre: - 

EXETER  I'iJES  FEI'UiLES 

Royal  Devon  & Exeter  Mon.  7-8  p.m.  Mon.  6-7  p.ia. 

Fri.  2-3  p.m,  Fri.  3 “ 4 p.m. 

(d)  iiMBUIuJ\fCE  FiiCILIi'IES 

Three  ambulances  are  maintained  at  the  j.'jrbulance  Station, 

Bastin  Hall,  Elm  Grove,  Exmouth  (Tel. No:  Exmouth  2857 j • 

In  the  district  served,  the  aiiibulances  have  carried  2,088 
patients  in  1958  and  have  attended  128  street  accidents  and  45 
home  accidents.  The  total  mileage  covered  durin^^  the  year  has 
been  27,808. 

At  the  Beach  First  ii.d  Post,  736  cases  were  treated. 

At  the  iimbulance  Headquarters,  207  v/ere  treated. 

P.JIT  III 

(e)  C;RE  of  M0THE,.<S  .iiP  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

There  are  tv/o  Health  Visitors  assigned  to  this  district. 
Voluntary  assistance  is  rendered  at  the  various  centres  by 
Ladies  of  the  town  and  such  assistance  is  gpeatly  appreciated. 

The  tv/o  Medical  Officers  who  attend  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  are:  (a)  Dr.  i^rcher  of  Lympstone  and  (b)  Dr.  L.G.  iuiderson, 
your  Ivledical  Officer  of  Health,  The  Centres  are  held  at  St. Clement's 
142,  Exeter  Road,  Exmouth  on  '.Vednesdays  and  Fridays  from  2.30  p.m. 
to  4«30  p.m..,  and  Dp.  z^pcher  attends  the  Church  Hall,  Littleham 
every  2nd  and  4th  Monday  from  2 - 4 p*m. 
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During  the  year  the  following  attendances  were  made;  - 
(i)  St . Clements 


: No.  of  sessions 
; held 

Total  No. of 

V babies  attending 

Total  No. of 
toddlers  attending. 

103 

2,332 

(of  which  278 
were  first 
attendances.) 

1,283 

(of  which  123 
were  first 
attendances) . 

(ii)  Littleham 

No. of  sessions 
held 

Total  No,  of 
babies  attending 

Total  No. of 
toddlers  attending 

49 

812 

(of  which  36  were 
first  attendances) . 

1,079 

(of  which  16  were  : 
first  attendances) 

l/elfare  foods  are  supplied  at  the  St.  Clements  Infant 
V^elfare  Centre  on  'i/ednesday  and  Friday  afternoons  of  each  week, 
4 and  at  the  Church  HaJ-1  Littlehara  every  Monday  afternoon;  and 
also  at  the  17.V.S.  Hgadquarters,  2,  Bicton  Street  on  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  11  - 12. 

(f)  Ivi:mi^ITY 


There  are  six  District  Nurse  Midwives  in  this  district  viz:- 

Nurse  Snaith  Nurse  Griffey  Nurse  Bartlett 

Nurse  I'/arne  Nurse  i^ewell  Nui'se  Shaw 

who  reside  at  No. 2,  iilbion  Hill,  Exmouth  (Tel. No:  Exmouth  2237). 
Each  nurse  is  in  possession  of  a motor  car.  i'ill  are  fully  trained 
in  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  two  apparatus  are  available  for  tneir 
use.  One  oxygen  resuscitation  apparatus  is  also  held  at  the 
Nurses'  Home  for  use  when  required. 

(g)  C/ia:  OF  FNEMJUIffl  P-IFid\'TS 


V/hen  necessary,  arrangernen  s can  be  made  for  the  admission 
of  a preiTiature  baby  and  its  mother  to  the  nearest  Maternity  unit, 
in  this  case  the  Hoyal  Devon  & Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter;  where 
there  are  5 cots  available, 

(h)  DEl^lTiJ.  CjJtE  OF  MOTHEitS  .ITO  YOUNG  CHILDM 


A well  equipped  dental  surgery  is  provided  at  St.  Clements, 
Exeter  Road  Exmouth,  at  which  dental  treatment  can  be  given  to 
Mothe.'-s  and  young  children. 


The  following  report  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Engineer  & Surveyor,  Ivlr.  R.J.  Humphreys. 

\L7IER  SUPHjY 

(a)  Source  of  Supply 

The  town  has  two  sources  from  which  its  water  supply  is 
obtained,  namely: - 

1.  The  Catchment  iirea  at  Squabrnoor  which  feeds  into  an 
impounding  Reservoir  and, 

2.  Two  boreholes  at  Dotton  in  the  Parish  of  Colaton  Raleigh. 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  in  the  laying  of 
new  distribution  mains  and  preliriiinary  steps  taken  for  the 
slaking  of  a third  borehole  at  Dotton  and  the  installation  of 
the  additional  machinery  all  of  which  will  be  required  to  supply 
water  in  bulk  to  the  St.  Thomas  Rural  District  Council  for  their 
parishes  east  of  the  River  Exe. 

(b)  Quality 

V/ater  has  generally  been  very  satisfactory  in  quality 
during  the  year  and  the  last  analysis  is  as  follows 

. ZflO 8 High  Level  Filters,  Exmouth  Reservoir. 

Probable  number  of  coli- aero genes  organisms  per  100  ml  - NIL 


¥.4105 

Low  Level  Filters,  Exmouth  Reservoir 

Ditto 

¥.4d06 

East  Budleigh  Reservoir 

Ditto 

W. 4103 

Bystock  Reservoir 

Ditto 

¥. 4109 

Borehole  at  Dotton 

Ditto 

¥.  4104- 

Blackhill  Reservoir 

Ditto 

( c)  Quantity 

The  consumption  continued  at  a high  level  but  no  difficulties 
v/ere  experienced  in  meeting  the  demand. 

(d)  Total  number  of  properties  connected  to  Main  Supply  and 

Number  of  Connections  made  during  1938 

There  are  at  present  6,618  properties  connected  to  the  main 
supply  and  during  1958  168  connections  were  made. 

DR.JjL.GE  .IIP  SET.ERi.GE 

No  major  works  v/ere  carried  out  to  the  sewerage  system 
during  the  year,  but  many  smoill  extensions  have  been  mde  to 
service  new  development. 

PUBLIC  COrrVENIENGES 


The  maintenance  of  the  existing  conveniences  has  been 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  althou^  difficulties  are 
still  being  e::q)erienced  in  recruiting  Attendants  for  the  Summer 
Season.  Nev/  Public  Conveniences  liave  been  erected  at  Littleham. 
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15.  PUELIC  CI1].1ISBIG-  REFUSE  DISPOSx'iL 


The  v/orks  required  for  forming  a nev/  access  to  the 
T/ithycombe  Brick  Pit  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
refuse  is  now  being  disposed  of  on  this  site. 

16.  SWBEvIH^G  POOL 


The  swimming  pool  has  continued  to  be  very  popular  both 
with  residents  and  visitors.  Nev;  pumping  machinery  and  a new 
suction  main  is  being  installed  and  will  be  in  operation  by  the 
commencement  of  the  1959  summer  season. 

17.  .JLXYTICiiL  .irp  KJOTERIOLOGICiX  £X^i.lia/fION  OF  SBiPLE  OF 

(l)  From  Squabmoor  Reservoir.  Received  9th  June  1958 

Characters 

Colour 
Turbidity 
Taste 
Odour 

Suspended  Iilatters 

(Parts  per  Million.) 

“^hlorine  present  as  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites 
Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 
Phosphates 
Sulphates 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Total  hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium  Carbonate 
Temporary  hardness  (annulled  by  boiling^ 

Permanent  hardness  (not  altered  by  boiling) 

Saline  iurmonia 
iilbuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  iii  A hours  at  27  C 
Oxygen  absorbed  immediately 
Lead 
Copper 
Ziic 

Iron  in  solution 
Iron  in  sedimentary  form 
Manganese 

Total  solid  Constituents 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting  the  solid 

Constituents 

I^drogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent  to 

pH 


20.0 

0. 

0. 

0. 


13.0 

3.0 

10.0 

0. 

0.038 

1.85 

0. 

0., 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0 

60.0 
trace . 


Yellow- green  tint 

Clear 

Natural 

None 

Unimportant . 


5.7 


AN/iYTICiJu  ;jO  Bi^HSRIOLOGICii  EXi'JvEEN.J^ION  OF  A SiAiff’LE  OF  iTAlER 


(2)  From  Cotton  Borehole.  Received  9th  June  1958 


Characters 


Colour 

Turbidity 

Taste 

Odour 

Suspended  Matters. 


Colourless 

Clear 

Natural 

None 

Unimportant. 


^aialysis 

(Parts  per  Million) . 


Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites 
Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 
Phosphates 
Sulphates 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Total  hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium  Carbonate 
Tenporary  hardness  (annulled  by  boiling) 

Permanent  hardness  (not  altered  by  boiling) 

Saline  immonia 

i J-buminoid  ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27  C 

Oxygen  absorbed  immediately 

Lead 

Copper 

Zinc 

Iron  in  solution 

Iron  in  sedimientary  form 

Manganese 

Total  solid  Constituents 

Orgwjic  1/iatter  observed  o n igniting  the  Solid 

Constituents 

hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent  to  pH 


23.0 

0. 

5.6 

trace 


171.0 

136.0 
35.0 

0. 

0.014 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

250.0 


slight  trace 
7.4 
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The  following  paragpraphs  18  - 26  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

SMITiiRI  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREii 


18. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Improvements  Effected 


1.  New  Drains  5 

2.  Drains  repaired  11 

3.  Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  1 

4.  Eavesgutters  & rainwater  pipes 

renewed  or  repaired.  4 

3.  W.C.'s  reconstructed  or  repaired  7 

6.  House  roofs  r paired.  5 

7.  House  yard  paving  repaired.  4 

8.  House  walls,  floors  and  ceilings 

repaired,  22 

9.  Other  house  repairs.  28 

10.  Ashbins  provided.  1 

11.  Nuisances  abated.  26 


Total  number  of  visits  in  connection  with  the  above  work  184 
Visits  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  (complaints, 

outworkers,  interviev/s  etc.)  1,236 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  112 
Number  of  informal  notices  somplied  with  110 


It  was  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice  under  Section 
93  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  in  respect  of  the  condition  of 
a house  and  also  formal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  by  the  Council 
in  the  local  magistrate’s  Court  to  obtain  a "Nuisance  Order." 

The  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the 
owner. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  visits  were  made  to  various  premises 
as  shown  under  the  following  different  headings 

19  DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  of  Bedding  (lots) 

Destruction  of  Bedding  (lots) 

Disinfection  of  Premises 
Disinfection  of  Caravans 
Visits  made  - 22 

(in  three  houses  use  was  made  of  Lindane  Smoke  Generators,  a 
pure  form  of  gamma  benzene  hexachloride  (BHC)  for  destroying 
fleas) . 

20.  EEbDICxICION  OP  BED  BUGS 


Number 

6 

3 

9 

1 


Number  of  houses  (Council)  found  to  be  infested.  ~ 

Number  of  houses  (other  than  Council)  found  to  be 

infested.  1 

Number  of  houses  (other  than  Council)  disinfested.  1 

This  is  the  first  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  brought  to 
our  notice  for  five  years  since  the  last  recorded  case  was  in 
1953.  As  a result  of  investigating  the  complaint  it  is  inter- 
esting to  notice  that  it  arose  from  the  purchase  of  a second- 
hand bed,  and  although  this  was  not  in  actual  use  at  the  time, 
it  was  placed  in  a bedroom  and  some  of  the  bugs  transferred 
themselves  to  this  other  bed,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  complaint. 

The  bedding  was  steam  disinfected  and  the  room  treated  with 
a residual  spray  effecting  the  eradication  of  the  vermin. 


19. 


21. 


CBtJPmCr  SITES 


There  are  four  sites  v/ithin  the  urban  district  licensed 
by  the  Council  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  i^xct  1936 
for  Catping  purposes  and  are  as  follows; - 

1.  Sandy  Bay  Holiday  Park 


Fields  at  Westdown  Farm  Littleham,  bearing  Ordnance  Survey 
Numbers:  18?,  190,  197,  198,  200,  201,  203,  512,  514,  515, 
516,  519,  520,  521,  523,  524,  526,  531,  532,  533,  534,  535 
and  536. 


iirea:  159.7  acres.  Licensed  for  800  moveable  dwellings, 
wliich  represents  a density  of  5 moveable  dwellings  to  the 
acre, 

2.  Foxholes  Hill 

Fields  at  IVIaer  Farm  and  Foxholes  Hill,  bearing  Ordnance 
Survey  Numbers:  471,  475  and  497- 

inrea:  14.6  acres.  Licensed  for  150  caravans  of  a type 
approved  by  the  Council,  which  represents  a density  of  10 
moveable  dv/ellings  to  the  acre, 

3.  Orcombe  Heights 

Fields  at  Orcombe  Heights  bearing  Ordnance  Survey  Numbers 
499  and  503. 

iirea;  22.3  acres.  Licensed  for  20  tents  or  trailer  caravans 
of  a type  approved  by  the  Council,  which  represents  a density 
of  1 moveable  dwelling  to  the  acre. 

4.  Higher  Orcombe 

Fields  at  Higher  Orcombe  bearing  Ordnance  Survey  Nuznbers 
500,  502,  504,  506  and  507. 

iirea:  2Z*., 7 acres.  Licensed  for  82  trailer  caravans  of  a 
type  approved  by  the  Council,  which  represents  a density  of 
3 moveable  dwellings  to  the  acre. 

5.  G-eneral 

Following  an  excess  in  the  licence  permitted  numbers 
revealed  as  a result  of  the  Census  Survey  undertaken  for  the 
County  Planning  Authority,  the  licence  conditions  for  the 
sites  were  reviewed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
Meetings  were  held  with  the  Camp  Operators  and  as  a result 
the  Council  formulated  revised  conditions. 

During  the  year  68  visits  were  made  to  the  sites. 


22.  INSPECTION  .'iND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  General 


The  food  premises  in  the  area  include  the  following  types: - 


Butchers 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

Fish  Shops 

Fried  Fish  shops 

Bakehouses 

Bread  and  cake  shops 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 

Restaurants  and  cafes 
Hotels  and  guest  houses 
liiblic  Houses 
Other  food  premises 


18 

30 

6 

8 

12 

8 

19 

64 

30 

56 

22 

27 


300 
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(b)  Registered  Premises 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  -Jict  1955  are:- 

The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  preserved  food  27 
The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  5 

The  sale  of  ice  cream  123 

The  number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  IvtLlk  and 
Dairies  Regula.tions  1949-1954  are  16. 

(c)  Unsound  Food 

Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  consisted  of:- 


Meat 

Pounds 

ozs. 

Cwts 

Qtrs  lbs 

ozs 

En^ish  Beef  Hindquarter,  (Bone  Taint) 

215 

1 

3 

19 

- 

Tinned  Meats 

Corned  Beef 

( Contents  ) 

234 

12 

Cooked  Ham 

( decomposed,) 

221 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

( leaking  or  ) 

60 

4 

Jellied  Veal 

( tins  blown, ) 

60 

Ox  Tongues 

( punctured  ) 

26 

Ivlinced  Beef  Loaf 

( or  rusted.  ) 

23 

4 

Stewed  Steak 

( ) 

15 

5 

2 

24 

4 

Other  Foods 

Sausages  (mouldy) 

66 

8 

Bacon  (decomposition) 

80 

2 

Kippers  (decomposition) 

14 

Pigs  Kidneys  (") 

28 

Pigs  Livers  ( " ) 

20 

Butter  (packets)  (: 

rancid) 

35 

Cheshire  Cheese  (mouldy) 

5 

12 

Mixed  Fruit  (packets)  (infestation) 

5 

4 

Cheese  Spread  (Cartons)  (mouldy) 

2 

7 

2 

1 

14 

1 

Tins  of  Food  (assorted) 

386  (tins  punctured  or  blown) 

530 

11 

4 

2 

26 

11 

TOTAL: 

14. 

3 

- 

- 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Council's 
Refuse  Tip. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  ia  the  district. 

(d)  Food  Retailers 


During  the  course  of  the  year,  236  visits  were  made  to 
butchers  shops,  fish  shops,  fried  fish  shops,  bread  and  cake  shops, 
greengrocers  and  grocers  shops. 

At  five  butchers  shops  repairs  ancV" or  decoration  were 
carried  out,  or  equipment  renewed  or  repaired. 

In  five  cases  at  grocery  premises  defects  were  remedied; 
in  one  instance  the  walls  of  a food  preparation  room  were  ren- 
dered smooth  and  impervious,  after  v/hich  it  was  redecorated; 
whilst  a wash-hand  basin  together  with  a water  heater  and  nail- 
brush were  provided  in  anothex'  shop. 


21. 


With  regard  to  the  greengrocery  trade,  it  v/as  necessary 
to  serve  8 informal  notices  for  various  defects  whilst  at  one 
shop  it  was  necessary  to  request  the  provision  of  a cold  water 
supply  together  v/ith  a water  heater  and  wash-hand  basin.  All 
these  requirements  have  been  provided  by  the  persons  concerned. 

(e)  Bakehouses 


There  are  ten  bakehouses  with  mechanical  power  and  two 
without  mechanical  pov/er.  Airing  the  year  one  bakehouse  closed 
down  and  later  in  the  year  other  premises  were  altered  for  use 
as  a bakehouse  after  consultation  with  the  Department. 

The  general  condition  and  operation  of  these  premises  were 
satisfactory.  22  visits  v/ere  made  to  the  bakehouses. 

(f ) Caterinp;  Establishments 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed,  that 
at  the  Council  ovioied  Cafe  premises  which  did  not  comply  v/ith  the 
Food  P^7giene  Regulations,  the  Council  should  carry  out  the  necessary 
work.  As  a result  at  6 premises  hot  water  supplies  and  wash-hand 
basins  were  provided. 

I am  also  pleased  to  report,  that  in  addition  to  the  above, 
the  Council  agreed  that  the  one  remaining  Beach  Hut  Cafe  without 
main  drainage  be  connected  to  the  public  sewer.  This  work  v/as 
carried  out  before  the  commencement  of  the  season  together  with 
the  provision  of  a water  closet,  wash-hand  basin  and  clothes 
locker,  i^t  cafe  an  intervening  ventilated  space  was  provided; 
at  another  the  cafe  servery  was  repaired  and  redecorated,  whilst 
in  the  final  case  under  consideration  the  flaking  ceiling  of  the 
wash-up  was  redecorated. 

As  a result  of  regular  inspection,  it  was  found  that  the 
proprietors  continued  to  observe  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
and  to  obtain  good  results  despite  the  fact  that  in  this  trade 
casual  labour  is  enployed  necessitating  the  training  of  new 
enployees  at  varying  intervals. 

80  visits  were  made  to  these  places. 

(g)  Hotels  & Cgest  Houses 


Following  the  survey  of  the  past  year,  it  v/as  noted  during 
the  routine  visits  made  in  the  course  of  the  year  that  works  of 
inprovement  etc. , had  been  carried  out  and  a satisfactory  stan- 
dard of  cleanliness  observed. 

There  v/ere  AO  visits  made  to  these  premises. 

(h)  Public  Houses 


This  year  a survey  of  the  Public  Houses  in  the  district 
was  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and 
in  17  cases  informal  letters  v/ere  vnritten  giving  details  of  the 
various  defects.  Yifhilst  the  premises  generally  v/ere  satisfactory 
the  most  common  fault  lay  in  the  repair  and  decoration  of  beer 
stores  and  to  a lesser  degree  hot  water  supply  and  hand-v/ashing 
facilities.  In  a few  instances  the  licensee  had  a prejudice 
against  the  use  of  a detergent  for  glass  v/ashing  and  advice 
was  given  on  the  specialist  type  of  detergents  produced  for  this 
particular  purpose.  The  pipe  lines  were  either  of  stainless  steel 
or  plastic  whilst  none  were  found  to  be  made  of  lead.  I am  pleased 
to  record  that  excellent  co-operation  was  achieved  since  the 
Brewery  Firms  attended  readily  to  the  defects  referred  for  their 
attention. 

45  visits  were  made  to  these  places. 
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(i)  JVIilk  Supply 

There  are  30  milk  distributors.  Only  a small  quantity 
of  milk  is  being  bottled  at  3 premises  in  the  district. 

One  room  for  handling  cream  has  been  constructed  and  the 
premises  subsequently  registered  as  a dairy. 

30  visits  v/ere  made  during  the  year  under  the  ililk  & Dairies 
Regblations. 

The  follovdng  Licences  were  granted  for  the  year:- 


1 

\ 

j Designation  ^ 

Dealers ' 

i 

Licences  ! 

1 Pasteurised  ! 

i ..  : 

30 

! i 

1 Tuberculin  Tested 

; 29 

1 

The  increase  in  licences  v/as  caused  by  the  fact  that  the 
proprietors  of  13  premises,  chiefly  the  smaller  grocery  shops, 
wished  to  sell  bottled  milk  for  the  convenience  of  their  customers 
which,  necessitated  the  issue  of  the  appropriate  dealers'  licences 
for  designated  milk  and  also  registration  as  milk  distributors. 

( j)  Ice  Cream 

42  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and 
the  results  were  as  follows 

GRiJB  I 7Q.6% 

GRjJM  II  11.9fo 

GRixCE  III  4. 7/o 

GR4DE  IV  4.  T/o 

Below  is  given  a tabulated  statement  of  the  result  of  samples 
since  1952. 


GRixnE 

1952 

1953  1 1954 

1955 

1956  S 1957 

1958 

1 

46 

(90^) 

CO 

(86%) 

8 

( 58%) 

1 

31  1 22 

(96.9^) ; (61.1%) 

33  1 

(78.6%) ! 

II 

(8^) 

10 

(15%) 

4 

(U%) 

1 

1 1 10 
(3.1%) |(27.8%) 

j 

5 1 

(11.9%) 

III 

. - 

- i 4 

- i (11.1%) 

2 

(4.7%) 

IV  ! - 

! 

- 

i 

i 

i 

2 

(4./% 

It  is  disappointing  this  year  that  tvro  sample  results 
should  be  Grade  IV  since  these  concerned  persons  selling  loose 
ice  cream  from  cans  in  conservators  £ind  illustrates  once  again 
the  continual  care  necessary  in  ensuring  that  the  ice  cream 
servers  are  kept  scrupulously  clean  at  all  times.  This  point  of 
the  care  of  ice  cream  servers  and  advice  on  cleaning  them  has  been 
mentioned  to  all  people  concerned  v/ith  this  question.  I pleased 
to  report  that  later  samples  from  these  premises  were  Grade  I. 
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Excellent  co-operation  has  been  maintained  in  all  cases. 

As  in  previous  years  copies  of  each  laboratoiy  Report  have  been 
supplied  to  the  people  concerned. 

iilthough  there  are  5 premises  registered  for  manufacture, 
at  only  1 of  these  premises  was  ice  cream  made.  V/hilst  123 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  at  only  88 
of  these  premises  v/as  ice  cream  sold. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  v/here  ice  cream  was 
manufactured  or  sold  was  127. 

(k)  Shellfish 


Visits  were  made  regularly  to  the  Shellfish  Factory  at  the 
docks  occupied  by  Messrs.  Exe  Shellfish  Limited.  Every  consid- 
eration is  given  to  maintaining  a high  standard  of  hygiene  at  the 
Factory,  which  is  reflected  in  the  results  obtained  from  the 
samples. 

Ten  samples  of  cockles  and  mussels  and  1 sample  of  Scallops 
were  taken  at  the  Factory  during  the  inspections  and  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  the  samples  were  reported  as  "Satisfactory." 

(l)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1933 

This  year  a survey  of  the  public  houses  was  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Regulations.  The  details  of  this  survey 
have  been  given  previously  in  paragraph  (h). 

In  general  minor  structural  improvements  and  redecoration  of 
food  rooms  have  been  carried  out  at  various  places. 

Below  is  given  a summary  of  the  more  important  achievements 
secured  under  the  Regulations: - 


Water  supply  installed  in  food  premises  1 
W'ash-hand  basins  provided  20 
Hot  water  supplies  provided  18 
Soap,  towels  and  nailbrushes  provided  16 
First-aid  materials  provided  10 
Sinks  provided  or  renewed  1 
Food  rooms  cleansed  and/o^  redecorated  l6 
Food  rooms  repaired  anc3/or  improved  22 
Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  and/or  improved  21 
Intervening  ventilated  spaces  provided  9 
Clothing  accommodation  provided  6 
Protective  screens  provided  - 
Equipment  renevved  or  iriproved  9 


23.  PRBVEHTION  OF  DiAllGE  BY  RESTS  iiCT  1949 
General 

This  year,  compared  v/ith  last  year,  v/as  a comparatively 
quiet  year  with  regard  to  the  activities  of  these  pests.  There 
were  27  complaints  instead  of  the  70  received  last  year.  Three 
of  the  complaints  concerned  council  houses. 

Rat  proofing  was  requested  at  two  properties  and  this  was 
carried  out  by  the  occupiers  by  the  renewal  of  air  gxatings. 


/ ' 'i' 


24. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  appoint 
one  of  the  outdoor  staff  as  a Part  Time  Rodent  Operator.  As 
instructed  he  attended  the  Ivlinistry’  s Course  for  Rodent  Operators 
and  since  then  he  has  proved  of  great  use  and  value  to  the 
Department  in  the  work  of  rodent  control  since  he  has  thus  been 
able  to  free  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  undertalcing  the 
actual  treatment  of  properties  for  the  destruction  of  rats.  Since 
his  appointment  the  Rodent  Operator  has  carried  out  13  treatments. 


Sewer  Rats 


Between  the  22nd  July  and  the  15th  August  1958  "the  icnnual  Test 
Baiting,  of  10^  of  the  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out.  Again  "Nq 
takes”  were  recorded  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  knov;  that  the 
Ministry  of  ^..gri culture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  again  agreed  that 
no  firrther  test  baiting  will  be  necessary  until  ^ipril  I960. 

Council  Property 

The  following  properties  of  the  Council  were  treated  in  the 
course  of  the  year;- 

Withycoiribe  Brook, 

Pound  Lane  .allotments. 

Phear  Park 

Council  Depot 

King  George  V Ground 

Brook  rear  of  Carter  .-venue. 

99  visits  v/ere  made  regarding  Rodent  Control. 

24.  SHOPS  ..CT  1950 

This  Coimcil  is  the  Sanitary  iiuthority  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act  1950,  and  as  such  is  responsible  only  for  enfor- 
cing the  requirements  of  Section  38  relating  to  ventilation  and 
heating  of  shops  and  sanitary  conveniences.  T/hilst  visiting  shops 
on  routine  inspections  the  opportunity  of  checking  the  above 
requirements  was  talcen  when  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

25.  F..CT0PJES  -.CT,  1937  ^and  1948 

1.  IHSirECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  heaith. 


Number  of 

Premises 

lumber  on 
legister. 

Inspect-  Written 
ions  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2,3,4&  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

13 

17 

“ 

. 2.  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (l)  in  which 
Sgction  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  i-aithority 

83 

97 

1 

- 

■ 3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers  * 
Premises) . 

7 

7 

- 

- 

TOTii 

103 

81 

1 

- 

25. 


2.  a^S  IN  raCH  nENECTS  I’ERE  I'OUND, 


Number  of  cases  in  v/hich 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

Referred 

Pound  Remedied 

To  H.H. 
Inspector 

By  H.lvl. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 ver  cr  owding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- , 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

(b)  Unsiiitable  or 
defective 

9 

9 

3 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  act  not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork. 

2 

2 

TOT/iL 

13 

13 

- 

5 

- 

26.  HOUSING 

This  year  the  condition  of  6 properties  wa^  considered  by 
the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Council  with  the  result  that  Closing 
Orders  under  the  Housing  Act  1957  v;ere  made  in  all  cases.  The 
preparation  for  these  representations  required  detailed  inspections 
after  which  it  was  possible  to  prepare  specifications  of  works  of 
repair  etc. , for  consideration  of  the  necessary  action  required. 

Consequent  upon  the  o-v'/rers  carrying  out  the  necessary  works 
to  make  their  houses  fit  for  human  habitation  2 Closing  Orders  v/ere 
revoked  by  the  Council. 

Jit  3-  further  26  houses  aftei-  informal  action  by  the 
Department,  the  necessary  work  of  repair  to  maintain  the  houses 
in  a satisfactory  state  have  been  effected. 


26. 


27. 


The  follovidng  report  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Housing  Officer,  Ivlr.  E.H.  li-shton. 

1.  HOUSING  ;JPLIC..TI0NS  DECEIVED  DURING  1938 

From  inadequately  housed  ..Ypplicants  122 

From  adequately  housed  Applicants  74 

Total  196 


2.  S'HAi;  OF  HOUSII-IG  LIST  i.S  ;iC  31st  naCAIvIHER,  1938 

Follovdng  the  annual  revision  of  the  local 
Housing  list,  the  position  at  the  above 
(Hite  was  as  follov/s:- 

iipplicants  having  a housing  need  137 

Applicants  already  adequately  housed  139 


316 


3. 

im-iEER  OF  F.JVZLIES  HOUSED  DURH^G  1958 

57 

4. 

NUIvIBER  OF  EXGHzlfGES  EIHEC'IED  WITH  TEN.kNTS  OF 

OTHEi  LOC.H  ..UTHOitlTIES. 

6 

3. 

InIUMEEI  OB'  EXCHANGES  A\TD  TJA^ISFSRS  EB’FECTED 

LOCiELY 

12 

6. 

SLUM  GLHlb  J'IGE 

33  dwellings  have  been  considered  by  the  Council 
for  demolition  or  Closing  Orders  in  the  last  three  years 
and  as  a result  16  families  iiave  been  rehoused  and  a further 
two  families  are  av/aiting  suitable  accommodation, 

jipproximately  13  dwellings  remain  to  be  considered. 


